UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

FACULTY of MUSIC 


2014.2015 

SEASON OF EVENTS 


Shauna Rolston and Friends 

Monday, November 24, 2014 
7:00 p.m. Walter Hall 
Edward Johnson Building 


The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generous support of our presenting 


n\ Manulife Financial 



For your future- 


mbna 




SHAUNA ROLSTON AND FRIENDS 


PROGRAM 


Heather Schmidt 
Heather Schmidt 

Shauna Rolston, cello 
Heather Schmidt, piano 

Chan Ka Nin 

Shauna Rolston, cello 
Max Christie, clarinet 
Heather Schmidt, piano 
Sahara Morimoto, dancer 
Choreography: Peggy Baker 


INTERMISSION 


Rivers of the Windfall Light - World Premiere Heather Schmidt 

Written for and dedicated to Shauna Rolston and the UofT Ceiio Ensemble 
The title comes from a phrase in the poem “Fern HUT' by Dylan Thomas 

Orawa (trans. by Z. Lapihski) W. Kilar 

Air on the G string (arrang. by G. Powning) J.S. Bach 

U of T Cello Ensemble: 

Amahl Arulanandam, Andrew Ascenzo, Brenton Chan, Jenny Cheong, Livia Coburn, 

Alice Cho, Sally He, Amina Holloway, Bryan Holt, Alice Kim, Evan Lamberton, Yi Ting Liu, 
Sebastian Ostertag, Jun Kyu Park, Enya Shi, Flora Shi, Sarah Steeves, 

Rosalind Zhang, Dobrochna Zubek 


Icicles of Fire 
Moon Cove 

Sylvan Quartet 


Stone Leaf Shell Skin 

Movements 3, 4 and 5 

Shauna Rolston, cello 

Ric Brown, Mateo Galindo Torres, Sean Ling, dancers 
Choreography: Peggy Baker 


Heather Schmidt 



PROGRAM NOTES 


CHAN KA NIN is a distinguished Canadian 
composer whose extensive repertoire draws 
on both East and West in its aesthetic 
outlook. Professor of Theory and Composition 
at the University of Toronto, he has written 
in most musical genres and received many 
national and international prizes, including 
two JUNO awards, the Jean A. Chalmers 
Award, the Bela Bartok International 
Composers' Competition in Hungary, and 
the Barlow International Competition in the 
United States. In 2001 he won the Dora 
Mavor Moore Award for Outstanding Musical 
for his opera Iron Road, written with librettist 
Mark Brownell, depicting the 19th-century 
construction of the Canadian national 
railroad by Chinese migrant laborers. 

Characteristically luminous in texture 
and exotic in instrumental colors, Prof. 

Chan’s music has been described by critics 
as “sensuous,” “haunting,” and “intricate." 
The composer often draws his inspiration 
directly from his personal experiences: for 
example, the birth of one of his daughters, 
the death of his father, his spiritual quests, or 
his connection to nature and concern for the 
environment. 

Many prominent ensembles and soloists 
have performed his music, including the 
Toronto Symphony, National Arts Centre 
Orchestra, Hong Kong Philharmonic, Calgary 
Philharmonic, Esprit Orchestra, Manitoba 
Chamber Orchestra, Amici Ensemble, 

Gryphon Trio, Miro Quartet, Purcell Quartet, 
Amherst Saxophone Quartet, violist Rivka 
Golani, and cellist Shauna Rolston. His 
substantial discography includes releases 
on the CBC, Centrediscs, ATMA, Analekta, 
Albany, and Summit labels, among others. 

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Mr. 

Chan holds twin undergraduate degrees in 
electrical engineering and music from the 
University of British Columbia, where he 
studied composition with Jean Coulthard. 

He subsequently received Master of Music 
and Doctor of Music degrees from Indiana 
University, where he studied with Bernhard 
Heiden. 


HEATHER SCHMIDT’S unique dual talents 
as a pianist and composer have garnered 
praise from the press, describing her as 
a “brilliant virtuoso pianist,” “poised and 
utterly musical,” “a great artist,” and “as 
much a pianist in the professional sense 
as she is a composer.” Her career spans 
performances, broadcasts, commissions, 
and awards in Canada, the United States, 
Russia, France, Germany, Switzerland, 
Poland, the Czech Republic, England, 

Cyprus, Mexico, Brazil, and the British West 
Indies. Originally from Calgary, Heather 
currently lives in Los Angeles. Heather 
began studies in piano and composition at 
the age of 4. She studied at Juilliard and 
at Indiana University, where at age 21, she 
became the youngest student to receive a 
doctorate. As a virtuoso pianist, Heather 
is in demand for recitals, chamber and 
concerto performances, and recordings. Her 
recent NAXOS recording features solo piano 
music by Fanny Mendelssohn-Hensel. As 
an acclaimed composer, she has received 
composer residencies and commissions 
worldwide for solo, chamber and orchestral 
concert music. Heather also composes 
scores for film, television and video games. 
As a filmmaker, Heather’s recent projects 
include the BravoFACT! funded short film 
“Midnight Violin” as writer, director, and 
composer. 

Icicles of Fire 

When I was composing this work, I imagined 
icicles with little flames burning inside 
similar to the way in which vivid images can 
be seen within a crystal ball. I was intrigued 
and inspired by the superimposition of these 
two opposing elements. The contrasts of 
ice and fire are vividly depicted in the music 
through differences in register, texture, 
rhythm, tempo and dynamics. 

Around the time I was working on this 
piece, I traveled to Iceland as part of the 
Governor General’s State Visit to Finland and 
Iceland. I found Iceland to be very inspiring 
in itself, and the title of “Icicles of Fire” was 



especially fitting for the amazing landscapes 
in Iceland where active volcanoes exist 
among ice and glaciers. 

The first section depicts icicles with 
delicate texture and crystalline colors, 
and there are moments of tension hinting 
towards the internally burning fire. In the 
second part, the smaller flames give way to 
a full-blown blaze and the music is a highly 
energetic display of virtuosity for both cello 
and piano. 

This work was specifically written 
for, and is dedicated to Shauna Rolston. 
“Icicles” alone was premiered in Iceland on 
October 11, 2003 with Shauna as cellist 
and myself as pianist. The premiere of the 


Award-winning Canadian cellist Shauna 
Rolston is considered by peers and fans alike 
to be one of the most compelling and unique 
musical voices on the stage today. Since 
receiving a mini cello for her 2nd birthday, 
Shauna has appeared around the world, 
performing with such distinguished artists 
as Krzysztof Penderecki, Sir Andrew Davis, 
Robert Spano, Marin Alsop, Keith Lockhart, 
Jukka-Pekka Saraste, Hans Graf, Yannick 
Nezet-Seguin, Andrey Boreyko, and Menahem 
Pressler, as well as undertaking innovative 
collaborations with Veronica Tennant, Evelyn 
Hart, and Peggy Baker. She has performed 
in many of the world’s major concert halls 
including Wigmore Hall, Concertgebouw, 
Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall, and was 
the featured artist at the 1988 Olympics. 

Praised for her blazing technique and her 
ability to captivate the imagination and touch 
the heart of each audience member, Shauna 
continues to astonish and delight with her 
concerts, recordings, and world premieres. 
Her passion for the music of our time has 
led to the commission and creation for her of 
more than 50 new works for cello, including 
several concerti by Canada's leading 
composers. She has also given the Canadian 
and North American premieres of works by 
Gavin Bryars, Mark-Anthony Turnage, Osvaldo 
Golijov, John Tavener, Einojuhani Rautavaara, 
and Augusta Read Thomas, among many 
others. 


complete work was performed in Calgary, on 
January 31, 2004 with Shauna and myself 
performing. 

Moon Cove was originally written for 
bassoon and piano, and was commissioned 
by John Whitelaw, and is dedicated to Tracie 
and John Whitelaw on their 15th wedding 
anniversary, August 6th, 2012. 

Rather than depict a specific location, 
this work is intended to evoke the general 
imagery of a beautiful, pastoral setting of 
peaceful water in a cove with glistening 
moonlight shimmering on the water. 

- Notes by the composer 


Recent and current projects include 
a collaboration with Peggy Baker Dance 
Projects with music composed by Heather 
Schmidt, cello concerti written for her by 
Vincent Ho, Douglas Schmidt, Chris Paul 
Harman, and Gary Kulesha, a whistling 
concerto by Heather Schmidt, as well as 
three groundbreaking double concerti: one 
for improvising cello and contemporary jazz 
piano composed by and performed with 
Canadian jazz sensation David Braid, one for 
cello and piano composed by and performed 
with Heather Schmidt, and another for cello 
and flute by Karen Tanaka, commissioned by 
Radio France. 

A recording artist since the age of 16, 
her most recent CDs include “Dreamscape", 
featuring Shauna as soloist with cello 
orchestra in arrangements of popular 
classical favourites, and “Icicles of Fire”, 
featuring Shauna performing music written 
for her by Heather Schmidt with the composer 
at the piano. 

The diversity of Shauna’s artistry is 
reflected in the many honours she has 
received throughout her professional career 
including an invitation to join the Governor- 
General's State Delegation to Finland and 
Iceland, her appointments as Canadian 
Music Centre Ambassador and Honorary 
Ambassador for Sistema-Toronto, and the 
prestigious Oskar Morawetz Award for 
Excellence in Music 



In addition to her busy concert and 
recording schedule, Shauna is a passionate 
and devoted educator. Much in demand as 
a guest master class artist, Shauna is also 
Professor of Cello and Head of Strings at 
The University of Toronto. Shauna's teaching 
philosophy reflects her personal journey: “My 
teaching has to do with freedom, creativity, 
trust, and the science of the physical self as 
the ultimate expressive instrument. I have no 
formula, simply principles to which I adhere. 
Exploration is at the centre of my work. I am 
innately curious about all of the variables of 
sound, nuance, texture, and movement. I'm 
fascinated by the art of expression through 
the cello, and technique as an extension of 
the mind and creative spirit of each student. 

I view performances as pauses in the life 
journey, pauses to share with an audience 
and with peers. Then to reflect, reevaluate, 
rediscover and reinvent, and move on 
until the next pause. In trying to articulate 
the many layers of the creative process 
to my students, I find that I am constantly 
reexamining my own strategies and inspired 
to ask new questions. There are no concrete 
answers, just the accumulation of an endless 
number of possibilities, defined in terms of 
the ever-changing palette of sound, colour, 
and nuance, and the subsequent techniques 
which evolve as a result of pure determination 
to communicate, i can only help my students 
to ask more and more questions to free 
themselves of the notion of limits and 
boundaries. I try to help them integrate the 
process of decision making as a natural 
extension of the ongoing process of creativity, 
to value and trust the knowledge they have at 
that moment, and to trust it enough to share 
it without compromise." 

For more information please visit: www. 
shaunaroiston.com. Ms Roiston is managed world¬ 
wide by Michael Dufresne, President, Michael 
Gerard Management Group (www.mgmg.ca). 

Clarinetist Max Christie is one of Canada's 
most capable and recognized performers 
of contemporary music. He has recorded 
the works of Harry Somers, Brian Current, 
Melissa Hui, Rudolph Komouros, Brian 
Cherney and many other prominent 
composers. His CD of the MC McGuire 


double concerto for Clarinet and Oboe, 
“Spawn of Abe" is on the Innova label, and 
his performance of “Gra" for solo clarinet by 
Elliot Carter, is available from Naxos. 

With New Music Concerts he has 
worked with some of the most celebrated 
composers on the international scene, 
including Pierre Boulez, Heinz Holliger, Roger 
Reynolds, and Elliot Carter. His performance 
of Michel Gonneville's “La Cheminement de 
la Baleine” drew unqualified praise from the 
composer. He has for more than 20 years 
been the Principal Clarinet of the National 
Ballet Orchestra, performing in the pit some 
of the most beloved music of the classical 
repertoire. 

Mr. Christie teaches and coaches both 
at the University of Toronto and privately. 

Peggy Baker is acclaimed as one of 
the most outstanding and influential 
contemporary dancers of her generation. 

Her unique abilities are the product of 
an education in both dance and theatre, 
pursued initially through the drama 
department of the University of Alberta, with 
The School of Toronto Dance Theatre, and in 
New York at the Martha Graham School and 
the Herbert Berghof Studio. She began her 
professional career in Toronto in 1974, as a 
founding member, and later artistic director, 
of Dancemakers, toured internationally as 
a prominent member of Lar Lubovitch’s 
celebrated New York company throughout 
the eighties, and joined Mikhail Baryshnikov 
and Mark Morris for the inaugural season 
of their White Oak Dance Project in 1990, 
subsequently forging important creative 
relationships with Paul-Andre Fortier 
(Montreal), James Kudelka (Toronto), and 
DougVarone (New York) through numerous 
performance projects. 

She established Peggy Baker Dance 
Projects in 1990, and for the first 18 years 
she dedicated herself to solo performance, 
winning rapturous praise for the eloquence 
and depth of her dancing, and accolades 
for her collaborative partnerships with 
extraordinary musicians and designers. 

Since 2009 her choreography has focused 
on works for small ensemble. Over its 23- 
year history Peggy Baker Dance Projects 



has been presented at major festivals and 
dance centres in North America, Asia and 
Europe including Danspace, The Kitchen, 
Symphony Space and The Harkness Festival 
in New York; the Luckman Center in Los 
Angeles; Jacob’s Pillow; the Copenhagen 
International Dance Festival; the Time 
Festival in Ghent, Belgium; MoDaFe in Seoul, 
Korea; the Canada Dance Festival in Ottawa, 
The High Performance Rodeo in Calgary, and 
in three seasons at L'Agora de la danse in 
Montreal. She has premiered three all-night 
choreographic events for Toronto's Scotia 
Bank Nuit Blanche, situated her hour long 
choreographic installation move - danced 
by local community members - in a public 
market in St. Catharines Ontario, and 
presented interior with moving figures - four 
dances, performed simultaneously in four 
different spaces for a span of 70 minutes - 
at the Art Gallery Ontario. 

Among her many honours are the 
Governor General’s Award for Lifetime 
Achievement (2009), the 2006 Premier’s 
Award for Excellence in the Arts, the Order 
of Canada, the Order of Ontario, five Dora 
Mavor Moore Awards, the Toronto Arts 
Council’s 2002 Margo Bindhardt Award, 
Honorary Doctorates from the University of 
Calgary and York, the 2010 Walter Carsen 
Prize for Excellence in the Performing Arts, 
and a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal. 

A master teacher, Ms Baker teaches 
regularly at universities and professional 
training programs throughout Canada 
and the U.S. including the Juilliard School, 
the School at Jacob’s Pillow, American 
Dance Festival, NYU, UC Santa Barbara, 
Philadelphia’s Dance Advance, York 
University, the University of Calgary, the 
School of Toronto Dance Theatre, and the 
Contemporary Arts Summer Institute at 
Simon Fraser University where she was 
director of dance from 1991 - 1994. She is 
the first ever Artist-in-Residence at Canada’s 
National Ballet School, appointed in 1992. 

Ric Brown completed a B.A. in English at the 
University of Western Ontario. He then went 
on to the School of Toronto Dance Theatre 
graduating from the three-year professional 
training program. He was a company 


member with Le Groupe Dance Lab (Ottawa) 
for 5 years working with choreographers 
from all over Canada and Europe. Selected 
favourite dance credits include: Monumental 
with Holy Body Tattoo; the Canadian 
Premiere of Masurca Fogo with Pina Bausch 
Tanztheater Wuppertal; Greatest Hits,Volume 
2 with Danny Grossman Company; 

Leasandra Dodson’s In 2 days a man can 
change for Darryl Tracy’s Inherences and 
other Disorders', as well as the video for 
Dance Floor Anthem by Good Charlotte. 
Theatre credits include: Beauty and the 
Beast (The Grand Theatre); Hamlet, Love's 
Labour's Lost (NAC); Mambo Italiano (GCTC); 
The Night Larry Kramer Kissed Me, The 
Laramie Project, and Hair (Act Out Theatre). 
Ric's repertoire with Peggy Baker Dance 
Projects includes move, Night Garden, 
Piano/Quartet, Split Screen Stereophonic, 
stone leaf shell skin, and land/body/breath. 

Sean Ling is a graduate of the Edmonton 
School of Ballet professional program. He 
was with Alberta Ballet for five years before 
joining Toronto Dance Theatre in 1999. 
During his nine years with TDT, Sean was 
in each of Christopher House's full-length 
works and several new works created for 
TDT by guest artists. Sean has danced for 
film and worked with several independent 
choreographers in Toronto, including John 
Oswald, Michael Greyeyes, and Veronica 
Tennant. His works with Peggy Baker Dance 
Projects include move, Aleatoria, and Night 
Garden (all for Scotiabank Nuit Blanche); 
interior with moving figures at the AGO; 
performances of the trio coalesce in Calgary, 
Toronto, Vancouver, Nanaimo and New York; 
Piano / Quartet in Toronto and Ottawa; the 
premiere of Split Screen Stereophonic in 
2013; and the premiere of stone leaf shell 
skin in 2014. 

Born in Tokyo, Japan, Artistic Associate 
Sahara Morimoto is a graduate of Canada’s 
National Ballet School and has trained at 
Holland’s Rotterdam Dance Academie, 
through Series 8:08, and with Doug Varone 
and Dancers. Sahara studied Gaga, the 
movement language developed by Ohad 
Naharin, in Tel Aviv, Israel with the support 
of the Canada Council for the Arts’ Grants 



to Dance Professionals in 2014. In Canada, 
Sahara has danced with the Canadian 
Children’s Dance Theatre, Divertimento 
Professional Project, Toronto Dance Theatre, 
InDance/Hari Krishnan, and for Hanna Kiel. 
Since joining Peggy Baker Dance Projects 
as Artistic Associate in 2008, Sahara has 
worked closely with Peggy and has taught at 
the August Intensive for the past four years. 
She participated in the Choreographer's 
Trust Year Three ( Unfold and Brute), and 
performs in Peggy's works Aleatoria, 
Aleatoric Solo No. 1, coalesce, Encoded 
Revision, Geometry of the Circle, land / 
body / breath, move, Night Garden, Piano/ 
Quartet, Split Screen Stereophonic, Sylvan 
Quartet, and Yang. 

Originally from Colombia, Mateo Galindo 
Torres started his training at Petipa, 

Escuela de Danza and has studied at 
the Omaha Theater Ballet (USA) and Pro 
Danza (Cuba). While in Cuba, he joined 
Neo Tango as a dancer and choreographer. 


In 2010, he performed with the Ballet de 
Barranquilla and travelled to Canada to 
join The School of Toronto Dance Theatre, 
where he performed for choreographers 
Marc Boivin, Peter Chin, Jennifer Dallas, 
Danny Grossman, Christopher House, Allen 
Kaeja, Louis Laberge-Cote, Sharon B. Moore, 
Tedd Robinson, Julia Sasso, Heidi Strauss, 
and Darryl Tracy. In 2011, he attended 
the ProArte Danza Summer Intensive, 
working with Roberto Campanella and 
Robert Glumbek; joined Typecast Company, 
performing works by Pamela Rasbach; 
and performed with Dilan Dance Company 
in a work by Fethi Karakecili. In 2012, he 
performed for Kokus Productions, Cadence 
Bridges Ballet in a piece by Kunal Ranchod, 
and 3 is Company in a piece by Hanna Kiel. 
In 2013, he had the opportunity to perform 
with Frog in Hand, Jacob Niedzwiecki, and 
Toronto Heritage Dance. For Peggy Baker 
Dance Projects, Mateo was in the original 
cast of stone leaf shell skin. 


PLEASE SUPPORT CHAMBER MUSIC 
AT THE FACULTY OF MUSIC 

This evening’s program would not be possible without the generous support of 
donors to the Faculty of Music. The Chamber Music Program is thriving with 
exciting work happening on stage and in the classroom. For the stage, we have 
appearances on the Monday Evening Concert Series by both Ensembles in 
Residence and Visiting Artists. In the classroom, in addition to their regularly 
scheduled lessons and coachings, our students have the opportunity to work with 
our visitors in master classes and private coaching sessions. 

We need your help - it is our hope that we can continue to present a variety of 
chamber ensembles and subsequently provide the opportunity for our students 
to work with these acclaimed musicians. 

Opportunities exist for individuals to sponsor a visiting ensemble, an ensemble 
in residence, a master class, a concert or a series of concerts. Your tax 
receiptable gift will help to build and enhance the Chamber Music program. 

To learn more about supporting Chamber Music at U of T please contact Bruce 
Blandford at 416-946-3145 or bruce.blandford@utoronto.ca. 




Thank you for your support! 

The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the individuals, foundations, associations and 
corporations who gave annual gifts of $1,000 or more between May 1,2013 and November 1,2014, 
in support of our students and programs. Thank you for the part you are playing in advancing 
the cause of music education in Canada. 
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For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Bruce Blandford at 416-946-3145 
or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.ca/music 



